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us doubt whether the negro was not a lower creature
than the gorilla, and whether he really deserved the
name of man.

When it became a question much agitated, whether
religion was an inherent characteristic of man or not,
some travellers were always meeting with tribes who
had no idea and name for gods1; others discovered
exalted notions of religion everywhere. My friend
Mr. Tylor has made a very useful collection of con-
tradictory accounts given by different observers of
the religious capacities of one and the same tribe.
Perhaps the most ancient instance on record is the
account given of the religion of the Germans by
Csesar and Tacitus. Caesar states that the Germans
count those only as gods whom they can perceive,
and by whose gifts they are clearly benefited, such
as the Sun, the Fire, and the Moon2. Tacitus de-
clares 'that they call by the names of gods that
hidden thing which they do not perceive^ except by
reverence3/

It may, of course, be said that in the interval
between Caesar and Tacitus the whole religion of
Germany had changed, or that Tacitus came in con-
tact with a more spiritual tribe of Germans than
Caesar. But, granting that, do we always make al-
lowance for such influences in utilising the accounts
of early and later travellers ?

1 M. M., 'History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature,1 p. 538.
8 'De Bello Grail.' vi. 21.     'Deorum numero eos solos ducunt quos
cernunt, et quorum aperte opibus juvantur, Solem et Vulcanum, et

3 Tac. ' G-erm.' 9. ' Deorumque nominibus appellant secretum illud
quod sola reverentia vident.*